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(Abastract)

This study aims to develop new operational guidelines for Korean language teaching
practicum courses that reflect changes in the educational environment following the
COVID-19 pandemic. Since the establishment of the practicum guidelines in 2017,
temporary emergency measures introduced during the pandemic have remained in effect
for an extended period. Long-standing challenges—such as difficulties in securing
practicum institutions, financial burdens, complex administrative procedures, limited
institutional diversity, the realities of non-degree programs, and practicum access for
overseas residents—have been further intensified by the expansion of online instruction
and the normalization of educational technologies. In response, this study examines the
current status of practicum course operations, analyzes the educational effectiveness of
existing practices, reviews comparable domestic and international certification systems,
and incorporates stakeholder input to propose improved practicum models and guideline
revisions that more effectively support the development of teaching competencies among

prospective Korean language teachers.

The study was conducted around five core tasks. First, an analysis of practicum course
operations was carried out through an online survey of institutions whose Korean language
curricula and courses have been verified by the National Institute of Korean Language
(NIKL). The survey examined course implementation, instructor and supervisor information,
administrative workload, and cost-sharing structures. The results indicate that practicum
courses are predominantly centered on class observation and mock teaching, while
opportunities for actual classroom teaching with learners remain limited in many
institutions. Second, the educational effectiveness of practicum components was analyzed
through a survey of certified Korean language teachers, revealing strong recognition of the
importance of practicum experiences and support for both face-to-face and well-regulated
non-face-to-face formats. Third, a comparative review of similar domestic and
international qualification systems confirmed the importance of nationally defined

standards and quality assurance mechanisms. Fourth, expert consultations highlighted



issues such as rigid administrative structures, the need for systematic quality management
of online practicum, and the burden of institutional coordination. Finally, based on these
findings, revised practicum operation models and guidelines were developed and refined

through public hearings.

This study underscores the need to reconceptualize Korean language teaching
practicums not as qualification screening mechanisms, but as core educational processes
for cultivating teaching competence. It recommends shifting the focus from uniform
requirements for time and location toward qualitative engagement with diverse
instructional contexts, supported by flexible, quality-oriented guidelines. To this end, this
study recommends a grace period prior to the 2026 guideline enforcement, the
establishment of support, accreditation, and incentive systems for practicum institutions,
the development of standardized exemplary teaching resources tailored to specific
purposes and levels, the expansion of online observation, administrative system
improvements, and the enhancement of the National Institute of Korean Language (NIKL)'s
management and oversight functions. In the long term, the practicum framework should
move beyond a domestically centered, face-to-face model. It should adopt globally
inclusive approaches that support overseas and online teacher training and contribute to

the localization and global dissemination of Korean language education.

Keyword: Korean Language Teacher Certification System, Practicum in Korean
Language Education, Classroom Observation, Simulated Teaching,

Practice Teaching
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