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<Abstract>

Compilation of Korean Etymology Dictionaries - Year 2023

The purpose of this project is to provide a reliable etymological dictionary for the citizens
who have a keen interest in the historical information and origins of the Korean language. The
etymological and historical information in existing dictionaries such as the "Standard Korean
Dictionary" and "Urimalsaem" is somewhat limited, and previously published etymological
dictionaries have shortcomings in terms of the number of entries and accessibility for web
searches, falling short of meeting the public's interest.

To address this, our research team divided roles into an etymological dictionary compilation
team, a corpus team, and a data construction team to compile an etymological dictionary with
informative and trustworthy content. For the compilation of the etymological dictionary, we
utilized the achievements of existing research in Korean linguistics and the experience of
dictionary compilation, formulating a list of entries and compilation guidelines. Based on existing
etymological dictionaries and constructed vocabulary history information, we selected 4,000
entry words for the etymological dictionary and conducted a thorough review after compiling
detailed information. The detailed information includes explanations such as entry word, part of
speech, meaning description, the original form and historical form, changes in spelling, form,
and meaning, related anecdotes, influx pathway, and information on folk etymology. Additionally,
examples of usage from the creation of Hangeul to the 20th century are provided.

As a foundational resource for the etymological dictionary, we organized and built a corpus
of Korean historical language, refining 3 million words from existing unprocessed historical
language corpora into a usable format and constructing over 700,000 new words. To efficiently
produce, gather, and correct results and facilitate communication among a large number of
contributors, we utilized the 'KOHICO' platform online.

For the foundational material for etymological dictionary compilation, we established a
reference database incorporating etymology dictionaries, related articles, and books. We created
guidelines for database structure, types of information collected for microscopic items, and
descriptive methods. Based on common guidelines, we constructed the 'Etymological Dictionary
Entry List Database' and the 'Etymology-related Literature Database'.

The etymological dictionary compiled in accordance with well-established foundations and
systematic guidelines is expected to alleviate the curiosity of the public regarding Korean
language etymology and history. Furthermore, it is anticipated to contribute to understanding
the origins of our language culture and establishing cultural identity.

Keywords: Korean Etymology Dictionary, Etymology, Vocabulary History, Corpus of Korean
Historical Language, Reference Database
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